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Updates , where are we at the moment?



OFSTED UPDATES:

No major changes recently

Assurance visits ongoing-

 Similar to a normal inspection.

 New allocations of inspectors to homes with quite a few changes.

 Occasional delays in publication

 Seem to be reported variations in Covid/lockdown focus during inspection 

from very little to a real bias towards all aspects of the lockdown period

 Of interest:

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsteds-directed-surveillance-

policy/ofsteds-directed-surveillance-policy



The R rate:

 England average 1.2-1.4 (23.10.20)

 SW 1.3-1.6 with specific areas increasing- largely urban. Other sub regions 

e.g. Torridge , Teignbridge remain very low. 



Test , track and trace:

 MAJOR ISSUES – WORST PERFORMANCE SINCE IT STARTED BY 23.10.20

 Recognised that testing and tracing is crucial in controlling the spread of the 

virus

 80% is the level that has to be reached for it to work but the last set of 

data showed 60% only. Data from late Sept- Oct below gives a sense of the 

problem

Testing time went up from the 

optimum 24 hours to 45 on average

8th – 23rd October

77,892 Cases reached

17,141 not reached

1489 without contact details

Out of the first two groups:

66,100+ gave 251,613 close contacts

11,754 did not give close contacts

149,923 close contacts reached

101,690 close contacts not reached



Coping with 

tiers….

Strategically you need to be aware of two 

sets of tiers

➢ Schools tiers one to four – both in terms 

of young people and their schools as 

well as the potential links to the home 

and the need to start home learning 

again.

➢ National tiers 1-3 – R rate , locally 

negotiated with government

➢ https://www.gov.uk/government/publi

cations/containing-and-managing-local-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreaks/covid-

19-contain-framework-a-guide-for-

local-decision-makers

➢ https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-

covid-alert-level-medium

There is some thought of a Tier 4……. As 

per national lockdown .

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/containing-and-managing-local-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreaks/covid-19-contain-framework-a-guide-for-local-decision-makers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-medium


Coping with 

tiers….

➢ How are you going to manage the 

following  movements between tiers:

❑ Staff

❑ Young people

❑ New young person  to the home

❑ Professionals

❑ Families, carers , friends



Are you prepared?

❑ ….for a so called short circuit lockdown of 2-3 weeks? 



Research on the go / other 

info…..

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/impacts-lockdown-mental-
health-children-and-young-people

https://www.ukri.org/research/coronavirus/researching-the-impacts-of-
coronavirus/childrens-education-during-lockdown/

 Eighteen month studies started in July 2020:

https://www.brookes.ac.uk/about-brookes/news/impact-of-lockdown-on-
young-children-is-studied-by-psychologists/

https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2020-08-19-study-finds-significant-increase-child-
parent-violence-lockdown

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2020/social-isolation-risk-
child-abuse-during-and-after-coronavirus-pandemic

https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2020/10/22/mental-health-of-children-and-

young-people-in-the-pandemic/

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/impacts-lockdown-mental-health-children-and-young-people
https://www.ukri.org/research/coronavirus/researching-the-impacts-of-coronavirus/childrens-education-during-lockdown/
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/about-brookes/news/impact-of-lockdown-on-young-children-is-studied-by-psychologists/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2020-08-19-study-finds-significant-increase-child-parent-violence-lockdown
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2020/social-isolation-risk-child-abuse-during-and-after-coronavirus-pandemic
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2020/10/22/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-the-pandemic/


Vaccines:

Three trials in the UK in phase three:

Oxford

Cambridge

Imperial College

Timescales uncertain.

Coronavirus/ Covid 19 likely to become endemic for the foreseeable 

future.




