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Inviting your young people to take part
You know your young people best so are well placed to invite them to share their views on the size of their children’s home.
Before you have the discussion with them and ask them the questions in this form – tell them more about the project – and ask them if they want to talk to you about this. 
You can have the discussion with individual young people or with a group of your young people – whatever works best for everyone. 
What is this about? 
Explain to young people that Dialogue (an organisation that works to improve children’s homes) want to hear directly from young people living in children’s homes what they think about the size of children’s homes
What happens to what young people say? 
To help young people decide if they would like to answer the questions:
· Reassure young people that the notes you are take will not use any names and what is written down will avoid including information that will identify them
· Explain that young people are free to say as little or as much as they want.
· Emphasise that there are no right or wrong answers and all views are valued
· Explain that other young people in different children’s homes are also being invited to take part
· Tell them that their views will be entered into an online form and sent to Dialogue - only the person asking the questions, and those working on the project will see their answers
· Tell them that if they tell you that they or others could be hurt – you’ll need to talk about what needs to happen as a result of this (follow your home safeguarding process)
	We’ve put some tips here to help you plan how you can best have the conversation and record what young people say:

· Think about how you will actively listen to what your young people say at the same time as making notes / filling in this form (let young people know you will take notes)
· Use the below questions on the form as a guide for the conversation 
· As you go along recap with young people what you have heard 
· Record on the form if a young person doesn’t want to answer a question (rather than just leaving that question blank)
· Try to record as accurately as you can what young people say – use their own wording




For young people who have agreed to take part use this wording (do adapt) at the start of your conversation
“Thanks for doing this. We’re going to talk about the size of children’s homes. It’s up to you what you talk about. You can answer some all or none of the questions. It’s about what you say (rather than me) so that Dialogue (an organisation working to improve children’s homes) can learn about this from you. Do you have any questions I can help with?”
You can talk to young people individually or together. If each young person wants to contribute their own views you’ll need to do a separate survey and complete the above details for each.
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